
 
TECHNICAL & EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

7/30/2016-9/10/2016 

Current Projects: 

1. Update Policies and Procedures for SDSSA 

2. SDSSA Budget Management 

3. Improving Communication with the Membership 

4. Tournaments, Events, and Programming 

5. Partnerships that will help improve SDSSA and our program offerings 

6. Member Association Outreach 

7. Regional & National 

8. Other Items & Updates 

 

Updates as of 7/30/2014 

1.  

a. Updated policy manual that was approved on July 7th, 2016 will be submitted to the 

Board of Directors at the November 12th meeting for final approval. 

b. An updated Risk Management policy was submitted by Tony Harrison to address some 

issues that arose this past quarter with one of our affiliates 

c. We are in the process of putting together some bylaw revisions that will be presented 

for voting at the AGM in Watertown on the November 13th regarding the reorganization 

of the board structure. 

2.  

a. It’s been a very long process, but Tammy has been very patient with me, and I think we 

are finally getting on track with where we need to be backing up financial records 

b. Based on my modest calculations, we should be coming in under the proposed 2016 

budget.  We’ve done a very good job eliminating some expenses, not spending as much 

as we might have in some areas, and managing some our line items a little more closely 

than we did last year. 

c. Paperwork was turned in for the Kohl’s American Cup sponsorship funds.  State Camp 

hosted this summer generated approximately $2,000 in revenue. 

d. My major objectives of turning around the three primary budget losses we had last year 

was successful; ODP (-$9,765 in 2015), Champions League (-$4,685 in 2015), and 

Regional Tournament (-$4,373 in 2015).  ODP and Champions League both finished in 

the black, and Regional Tournament expenses were managed so that we didn’t see the 

same loss this year even though we still sent 13 referees (15 in 2015). 



 
e. We have approached a couple of businesses about corporate sponsorships for programs 

that we are currently offering.  Received a couple of rejections, but hopeful we will find 

a couple that we didn’t have for this 2017 fiscal year. 

f. We signed a new lease for the state office to stay where we are at and we’ve added a 

storage room adjacent to the office for $30 less per month compared to the unit we had 

in Sioux Falls. 

3.    

a. Center Circle issues continue to be distributed through our email system, on the state 

website, and our social media platforms. 

b. Started to incorporate using video more over the summer and this fall to try and get 

highlighted information out to the membership 

c. Used our new WebEx system to conduct a webinar with the membership regarding the 

new Player Development Initiatives and was able to post a video recording of the 

webinar to the state website as well for people to watch on their own time.  This is a 

feature that I think could have a lot of value for communicating with the members, and 

also using it with our board during BOD calls. 

4.  

a. South Dakota was officially awarded the bids for the 2017-2019 North Central Regional 

Futsal Tournament 

b. Feedback has been really good regarding the Futsal State Cup, and we are setting up the 

registration page for teams to get going on player registration mid-October so they are 

able to register teams beginning on November 1st. 

c. I have made a proposal to the recreational committee and VP about a restructure of 

Champions League (Covered in the Recreational Committee Report) and to tie it into the 

Recreational State Tournament.  

d. A proposal for the State Cup was approved by the US Youth Director for President’s Cup 

that is included in the Competitive Committee Quarterly Report 

e. Four athletes from Dakota Olympic Development Program have been selected to join 

our Region II teams over the November-December competitions.  Two of the four are 

South Dakota athletes from Black Hills Rapids; Dawson Fairchild (2000 Boys) and Trey 

Bradley (2003). 

5.  

a. With our new affiliation to US Futsal we have scheduled a National Referee Instructors 

course to happen in Sioux Falls on October 15 & 16.  I’ve coordinated with Chad Landis 

and Greg Stone in the SRC to help make it a beneficial course for our state referee 

instructors. 

b. Affinity was acquired by Dicks Sporting Goods and added to their family of online sports 

support offerings.  Jason is attending their National Conference this October and will 

hold a workshop at the AGM to help educate our registrars and presidents on the 

opportunities now that are offered through our affiliation with Affinity.  There are going 

to be some very exciting developments coming out of the merger. 



 
c. The Charter for Northern States Soccer League was officially approved by Region II at 

the last meeting in July.  This finalizes the partnership between North Dakota, South 

Dakota, and Minnesota to have an inter-state league that is run by Region II.  Plans are 

to kick off in the spring season. 

6.  

a. During this quarter I was able to attend the Belle Fourche AGM, the Tempo SC executive 

meeting, and a Mitchell Soccer Association BOD meeting.  Primary things covered were 

the PDI’s and their impact on soccer this fall.  Also discusses some things related to 

Futsal and our new affiliation. 

b. Working with some of the membership out West to set up a black out date for Coaching 

Education March 10-12, 2017 to see if we can get all of the associations to participate in 

a coaching course that weekend.  So far the response has been positive and I will be 

trying to see if we can get a strong course out there this spring. 

c. District Town Hall Meetings have all be confirmed and set except for Central District 

meeting in Pierre.  Still hopeful that we will be able to work something out in that area.  

If there are any board members who are able to attend and help me discuss the 

direction of the state and listen to the concerns of the membership I welcome your 

attendance!!  Dates that are confirmed are the following… 

i. Sturgis, Wednesday, September 21st 6PM; Meade Room at the Sturgis 

Community Center  

ii. Aberdeen, Friday, September 23rd 6:30PM; Hub City Soccer Club Conference 

Room 

iii. Sioux Falls, Saturday, September 24th 7:00PM; Dakota Alliance Soccer Club 

Conference Room 

iv. Watertown, Monday, September 26th 6PM; Watertown Field House Classroom 

v. Yankton, Thursday, September 29th 6:30PM; Location TBD 

7.  

a. Attended the Region II Executive Director’s Summit in Chicago; the region is trying to 

prioritize programming that it provides the 14 member states.  Also trying to identify 

primary objectives for these programs and how to resource them.  It was a good 

discussion, and some of the primary programs that need our attention are ODP and 

President’s Cup.  I’ve attached a copy of the notes from the summit to my report for you 

to review. 

b. US Soccer is going to be updating its coaching education offerings and a major shift is 

coming again down the pipeline for us at the grassroots level.  Changes have already 

been made to include two different pathways for the A License, and we should be 

expecting more changes at our level come March, 2017. 

c. NSCAA has also changed their coaching diploma pathway.  They’ve changed their 

diplomas from Level 1-6 to have four foundational diplomas (Fundamentals, 4v4, 

7v7/9v9, 11v11) and then coaches are eligible for the National Diploma. 



 
d. I apprenticed at a National Youth Coaching Course (US Youth education course) this 

summer in Minneapolis with Sam Snow (National Director of Coaching Education).  Now 

we will be able to host a course in South Dakota next year to address Zone 1 (ages 0-13-

year-old coaching) and hopefully get a Zone 1 director in each district. 

8.  

a. We had a risk management issue this summer.  A coach registered with one of our 

small, recreational associations, and lied on his disclosures for the last couple of years 

about an arrest in his past.  We never would have caught this if it hadn’t been for a 

parent sending us a link to a video listing this coach as one of the men arrested in a 

news report.  After this was turned into us we submitted his name for a background 

check and confirmed his arrest history.  The coach has been suspended for lying on his 

disclosures. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
RECREATIONAL COMMITTEE REPORT 

9/10/2016 

Current Projects: 

1. Recreational State Tournament 

2. Dakota Developmental League 

3. Other Items & Updates 

Updates as of 7/30/2014 

1.  

a. After Frank was appointed to the Recreational Director position he started working on 

creating a new RFP for the Recreational State Tournament 

b. Dates were determined to host the Midco Cup on the first weekend in June again; sites 

for 2017 and 2018 will be decided at the 2016 AGM in Watertown so we can start to get 

on a two-year schedule for our state hosted events. 

c. Want to start having the director for the next tournament site sitting on the committee 

for the current year’s event.  There has been a very common theme as I’ve talked to 

past hosts that very little information and help has been given for the upcoming events 

from the state.  If we can have the future tournament director participate in the current 

tournament committee, it should help give familiarity to the hosts and the state staff on 

how to run a successful event. 

d. Want to boost participation in the state tournament by tying it into the restructured 

Dakota Developmental League beginning in the Spring, 2017. 

2.  

a. With the introduction of the Northern States Soccer League for our competitive teams 

in the spring of 2017 we want to restructure Champions League to serve more of our 

Recreational A and B level teams.   

b. Dakota Developmental League will continue to operate on three weekends in the Spring 

as it has in the past.  Games will be organized according to regions to limit travel and 

make the league more accessible to our smaller communities.  Full outline of the league 

and its structure will be presented at the AGM. 

3.  

a. Still waiting to hear from US Youth Soccer what will happen with the American Cup since 

Kohl’s has not renewed their sponsorship of the event moving forward in 2017.  

Regardless I still want us to host a festival along with our state tournament, and if USYS 

doesn’t find a sponsor then we might have to pursue something locally. 

 

 

 



 
COMPETITIVE COMMITTEE REPORT 

9/10/2016 

Current Projects: 

1. State Cup 

2. Northern States Soccer League 

3. Other Items & Updates 

Updates as of 7/30/2014 

1.  

a. 2017 State Cup will be played the first weekend in May; in groups with two or more 

teams the Cup champion will represent the state at the Midwest Regional 

Championships and the second place team will represent the state at the Region II 

President’s Cup.  Divisions with only two teams will also have the option to schedule 

their games between the two coaches, or join the tournament.  If there are any divisions 

with one team challenging, we will leave it up to that team to decide which competition 

they want to play in. 

b. Moving forward in 2018 the winner of State Cup will represent the SD at the President’s 

Cup.  The committee, and the club DOC’s, feel this is a more appropriate level for our 

teams to compete in.  Teams who meet qualifying standards would be allowed apply for 

the Midwest Regional Championships.  The committee will come up with what the 

qualifying standards would be; possible ideas are MRL standing or PC finals qualification. 

c. The Chair of the National President’s Cup gave us written permission to allow any teams 

who participated in the Midwest Regional Championships to also be eligible for the 2018 

Presidents Cup (currently not allowed according to PC rules).  This will allow any teams 

who play in the Championships in Sioux Falls to also be eligible for the President’s Cup 

the following year. 

d. RFP will be sent out soon for hosts for 2017 and 2018 to be decided at the AGM.  

2.  

a. Charter for the Northern States Soccer League was approved by the Region II board at 

the July meetings.  Beginning in Spring 2017 North Dakota, South Dakota, and 

Minnesota will compete in a league with two divisions.  The league will be run by the 

Region II office and committee made up of representatives from each state. 

b. As I state I want to encourage our State Cup contending teams and the “B” level 

competitive teams to participate.  Teams who finish at the top of their brackets will then 

be encouraged to participate in the MRL. 

3.  

a. Five teams have applied and been accepted to participate in Spring, 2017 Midwest 

Regional League. 



 
b. A recommendation will be presented at the AGM to start a two-year process of 

requiring all traveling team coaches and competitive level coaches to have minimum 

coaching licenses to receive a sideline pass or to be rostered. 

 

 


